
Open Call: Nature Revealed 

Soundscape Commission Brief



The University of Leeds and Partners Natural England are excited to commission new audio 

works as part of the Tracks, Traces and Trails: Nature Revealed project, funded by the Arts 

and Humanities Research Council.

Context

Tracks, Traces and Trails: Nature Revealed is a creative engagement initiative that seeks to connect 

communities to their local nature reserves, in order to gain a new understanding of environmental issues and 

the natural world.  This partnership project between the University of Leeds and Natural England utilizes 

creative interventions resulting in a series of artistic outputs including a children’s storybook, soundscapes, 

artworks and new writing. The project aims to make the invisible visible and foster a multisensory appreciation 

of the natural world to encourage us to care more for nature and our environment.

Sound artists are invited to respond sonically to one or more of the following four themes:

Visualizing climate

We can readily see the effects of climate change, but not necessarily climate itself, which tends to exceed what 

we can see or feel or experience. How can we 'see' the climate that most of us only dimly understand even as 

so many of us are clearly changing it? How might 'seeing' climate, which is mostly invisible to us, help 

understand climate change and its often destructive effects on both human and non-human lives?

Visualizing migration

Migration is a central facet of life, both human and non-human. Sometimes we can see its effects, though just 

as often we merely persuade ourselves that we have seen them. However, much of what is involved in 

migration is effectively invisible to us, not least because migration may operate across vast distances or a 

variety of not readily comprehensible scales. How can the annual migrations of birds, for example, be made 

more visible to us, and how might this help us better understand the effects and consequences of human 

migration? 

Visualizing the nocturnal

How can we appreciate the wildlife we can't see: the wildlife that is active during the hours when we are not? 

Most mammalian species in the UK are nocturnal, and many as a result are little known to us. However, with a 

little ingenuity we can still 'see' them and, as a consequence, understand the important role they play in our 

lives. Understanding the habits and life-cycles of nocturnal animals --whether mammals, reptiles or birds-- may 

also help us understand other things we cannot directly 'see', such as the current extinction crisis. In the UK 

alone, up to a quarter of mammals, and a half of birds, are now thought to be in danger of going extinct. Can 

we 'see' these species in order to help save them?

Visualizing the subterranean

Much of what is most important in the animal world happens underground, and many of the most significant 

species are subterranean. How can we gain insight into this subterranean world, which for the most part is 

invisible to us? How might such insights help us understand the relationship between different species, 

including species that may be small but are anything but insignificant? And how might our vision be further 

expanded by considering the different earth-layers which, reaching far back into history and even beyond 

human history, make up our contemporary world?



Tracks, Traces and Trails: Nature Revealed forms part of a wider creative research project titled Land Lines. 

More information about the Land Lines project can be found on the website at: 

https://landlinesproject.wordpress.com/

The website also hosts work that was produced and submitted as part of Nightjar Nights series in June and this 

can also be used as stimulus material for sound artists.  A list of the full Nightjar Night series can be found 

here: https://landlinesproject.wordpress.com/nightjar-nights/

What are we looking for?

We are seeking new audio work which establishes a connection with nature and responds to the creative 

stimulus and outputs from the project. 

We are looking for audio artists who work with the sounds of nature. This could take the form of a piece of 

music or soundscape, and may incorporate words or lyrics, singing or poetry, or simply be ‘instrumental’ in 

style. We have no preconceptions for the work and we are open to any and all audio artists who meet the 

criteria for submission.

Final pieces can be any length (2 minutes minimum) including durational pieces.

Fees and Criteria:

There are three commissions* available: 

● One at £1500 aimed at emerging artists in the first three years of their career.  (please state if you are 

in the first 3 years of your career and how you meet this criteria when applying.)

● Two at £2000 aimed at established artists who already produce work inspired by nature or seek to 

expand into that area. (please demonstrate how you meet this in your application)

The fee must include all artist fees and production costs.  There will be a small budget available to 

commissioned artists for travel where a case for necessity can be made and approved in advance of travel. 

*Appointments are subject to funding approval.

Process and timeline:

The deadline for applications is Midnight on Friday 7th August 2020

The selection panel will meet during the second week of August and we may contact you to discuss your 

proposal during our selection process. Successful applicants will be contacted by 17th August. 

Production will take place over an 7 week period and must be completed by Monday 5th October. 

https://landlinesproject.wordpress.com/
https://landlinesproject.wordpress.com/nightjar-nights/


How to apply:

Applications should be made by email with the following information and examples of work:

● Covering letter explaining why you wish to apply for the commission, why nature is important to you 

and how you meet the criteria.  You should also briefly include what type of work you might produce If 

you already have an idea, or how you would go about creating a new piece. Please also state which of 

the themes you wish to focus on (max 2 pages).

● Links to your online presence (Webpage / Facebook / Bandcamp / Soundcloud etc), and must include 

up to 3 specific examples (eg Soundcloud or Youtube links) showcasing the quality and appropriateness 

of your work (max 1 page).

● CV overview and Biog including any accolades or key achievements in your audio work (max 2 pages).

The above should be sent in a PDF format (with hyperlinks) of no more than 5 pages in total.

Applications will be selected by the project team and will be curated to create a diverse range of artists and 

proposed pieces responding to the brief. Artists will be chosen based on the quality of their previous work and 

the content of their application. 

We are keen to support accessibility. If you wish to apply in an alternative format (eg video application) please 

contact us by email.  

Please contact us by email if you would like to discuss your proposal before making a submission or if you have 

any other queries.

Proposals should be sent to Suzie Cross, Land Lines Artistic Director via email:  s.cross1@leeds.ac.uk by 

Midnight on Friday 7th August.

mailto:s.cross1@leeds.ac.uk

